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when right now I have 177,000 Texas 
children who have been dropped from 
the CHIPS program and they are 
crowding our emergency rooms because 
they have no health insurance. I want 
to help children in Iraq, but should we 
not be also addressing the problems 
here at home? 

I see this funding going toward build-
ing roads and bridges in Iraq when this 
Congress cannot pass a highway spend-
ing bill because we simply do not have 
enough money to fix our own roads and 
bridges here at home. This administra-
tion has misplaced priorities that come 
at the expense of the American people. 

In the name of free trade, we pushed 
our manufacturing companies and 
workers offshore. Our manufacturing 
sector is struggling to survive, and our 
economy has lost 3.2 million jobs over 
the last 3 years. For the second 
straight year now, more Americans are 
finding themselves in poverty. Our 
country has turned into a land of ex-
ecutives and service sector employees, 
creating an ever-widening gulf between 
the rich and poor that is extinguishing 
what is left of our middle class in 
America. 

This administration’s fiscal policies 
have come at the expense of the Amer-
ican people. 

Oh, we will hear that we can have it 
all. They will tell us we can fight a 
war, rebuild a country, cut taxes, save 
Social Security, and provide our sen-
iors with a prescription drug benefit 
which is less than half of what they 
really need. But what they do not tell 
us is that we cannot pay for it. We are 
going to incur the largest deficit in 
this Nation’s history, and our children 
and grandchildren will be paying off 
the national debt for generations to 
come. 

Tough decisions must be made to get 
this country back on track, and it 
takes courage and leadership to make 
the right decisions for our soldiers, for 
the American people, and for this coun-
try. 

Putting the American people first. 
Now, that is what patriotism is.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FEENEY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Mr. Monahan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed 
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a 
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 3146. An act to extend the Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families block grant 
program, and certain tax and trade pro-
grams, and for other purposes.
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CELEBRATING FT. RILEY’S 150TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Michigan). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in celebration of 
the 150th anniversary of Ft. Riley. For 
decades this military installation has 
played an important role in protecting 
our Nation and is now an essential 
component in the war on terror. 

Founded in 1853, Ft. Riley was estab-
lished as a strategic post for settlers 
heading west. It was located between 
the Oregon and Santa Fe trails to pro-
vide protection for traveler. Ft. Riley 
was responsible for protecting the con-
struction of the Union Pacific Railroad 
through that area, and the post used 
troops to police the new territory be-
cause of fighting between pro- and 
anti-slavery settlers. During the Civil 
War, confederate prisoners were housed 
at Ft. Riley. 

From the post’s inception until the 
end of World War II, Ft. Riley was 
known for its cavalry units and was 
designated as the ‘‘Cavalry Head-
quarters of the Army.’’ It was also dur-
ing that time that the famed ‘‘Buffalo 
Soldiers,’’ the all-African-American 
Cavalry units were stationed at Ft. 
Riley. The Cavalry School produced 
some of the finest mounted horsemen 
in the world. 

However, it was also during World 
War I and II that the Nation began to 
see military warfare transition from 
cavalry to mechanized machinery. The 
invention of the tank, the machine 
gun, and the use of aviation shifted the 
focus of the military away from the 
horse and rider, towards mechanized 
warfare. 

At the end of World War II the Army 
closed the Cavalry School, replacing it 
with the Ground General School. This 
school trained enlisted men in intel-
ligence gathering techniques and newly 
commissioned officers in basic military 
subjects. 

During the Cold War, the Army rec-
ognized Ft. Riley’s strategic resources 
and designated it as the home base for 
the First Infantry Division, the ‘‘Big 
Red One.’’ The security threat from the 
Soviet Union, the expansion of com-
munism transformed the mission of Ft. 
Riley. No longer would Ft. Riley be 
only a training and education center, 
but became the home base for a major 
infantry division. In 1955, the Big Red 
One began arriving at Ft. Riley. The 
addition of the Big Red One caused an 
influx of troops and families to the 
area, especially in the neighboring 
community of Junction City, Kansas. 

Through the Vietnam and Gulf War, 
Ft. Riley continued to actively support 
U.S. military missions abroad and con-
tinued to acquire land to train troops 
stationed at the installation. Today Ft. 
Riley consists of more than 100,000 

acres. This allows troops to train in 
war-like conditions using live ammuni-
tion to prepare for situations such as 
those in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Bosnia. 

The resilient prairie grasses are a 
perfect terrain for military maneuvers. 
In addition, the construction of a simu-
lated combat center at the post brings 
the art of war from Kansas’ prairie into 
the classroom. Soldiers are able to 
train in simulated Bradley fighting ve-
hicles and Abrahms tanks to hone their 
combat skills. 

Today Ft. Riley continues to play an 
important role in the war on terror. In 
the past 6 months more than 14,000 sol-
diers and 1,750 rail cars, containing 
over 5,500 pieces of equipment, have 
been deployed from Ft. Riley, rep-
resenting 35 trains that have shipped 
equipment to ports in Charleston, 
South Carolina, Jacksonville, Florida, 
Beaumont and Corpus Christi, Texas, 
and Savannah Georgia. 

Strategically located in the center of 
the country, Ft. Riley’s soldiers can 
load 200 railcars in a 9-hour period, 
with the equipment arriving at the 
ports ahead of schedule. Ft. Riley has 
been able to transport equipment from 
Kansas to the coast faster than the 
Navy could get ships to those ports. 
Not once has Ft. Riley missed a port 
call. During Operation Desert Storm, it 
took 28 days to get equipment to the 
ports in the Gulf of Mexico. Now during 
the War on Terrorism, equipment was 
moved to the Gulf from Ft. Riley in 48 
hours. 

Madam Speaker, this Saturday the 
community of Junction City and Ft. 
Riley will celebrate the post’s 150th an-
niversary. As the United States con-
tinues to fight the War on Terror, I ask 
my colleagues and my fellow Ameri-
cans to join me in recognizing the con-
tributions and sacrifices soldiers from 
Ft. Riley have made to protect this Na-
tion and defend our way of life. Ft. 
Riley has evolved during the past 150 
years from a post to assist westward 
expansion to become ‘‘America’s 
Warfighting Center.’’

Ft. Riley is essential to Kansas, it is 
essential to the Army, and, most im-
portantly, Madam Speaker, Ft. Riley is 
essential to the safety and security of 
the United States of America. 

Happy 150th anniversary, Ft. Riley, 
Kansas. Thank you for your service to 
our Nation.
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THE UNINSURED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, ac-
cording to new numbers released by the 
Census Bureau today, the number of 
uninsured Americans in 2002 rose to 
43.6 million. This is a 5.7 percent in-
crease in the number of Americans 
without health insurance, the single 
largest increase in a decade. 

Moreover, these numbers exemplify 
President Bush and the Republican 
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